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From the Flagship

By Commodore Craig Rost

Already this year we are experiencing a mix of the old traditions and new
ideas!

The Icebreaker / Dockwalk event at the lake was a real success. Joe
Thompson and other intrepid adventurers, with cabin boats it must be noted,
were courageous and made their way to the lake to sail in winter conditions
(a crap shoot in lllinois in February) for this first-time event. It was a success,
with a number of boats participating and even a freak snowstorm to make it
memorable. This is the kind of creative thinking and sense of adventure we
need to keep the club interesting. Thanks, Joe.

Tradition was served this weekend when we made our way to the lake for the
Valley Forge Forage. Six of us made our way around the trails at Mascoutin,
while George rested on the windshield of Rick’s car, safely tucked under the
windshield wiper. It was a small group and it was cold, about 19, but we had
a nice walk in the sunshine and thought about sailing and lake activities. The
lake level is up to within 6 or 8 inches of normal, by the way. This bodes well
for using the sailboat ramp this year.

| think our goals for the year should be to sail a lot, continue to find new
members, and to approach our committee work somewhat differently. We
talked at the board meeting about sharing the burden of some committee
tasks and came up with a couple of examples to try this approach out. Rick
Wojnar agreed to be social chair with support from his family, but this
continues to be one of our most daunting responsibilities. Rick is going to ask
members to get involved in helping with some events or tasks for certain
events — this approach should help spread the load and make the social chair
job more appealing. Rick Atterberry is approaching the harbormaster job the
same way, willing to organize and delegate, but in need of willing and able
members to help with the heavy lifting. The board also discussed a busy
racing schedule this year with Gerry Christman, but we need to train more
members to help with race committee so the same few folks don’t end up
doing it several times. We discussed setting some time aside to do on-the-
water training and practice for those who are willing but need to learn how.
Stay tuned, more information will be coming out on this.

Hope to see many of you at the Spring Dinner in Bloomington and at the lake
as the weather warms up.


http://clsasailing.org
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Power Squadron Safety Course

Submitted by Gerry Christman

The power squadron will be starting its spring boater safety course on
Feb 23 at Heartland Community college in Bloomington. It will be
held from 7:00 to 9:00pm.

Here is a link to the Mid lllini Power squadron home page:

http://homepage.ab.com/~midillinif
You may obtain more information at (309) 268-8160.

Here is a link to Heartland registration information found in the

recreation section: www.heartland.edu/cce

Here is information from the class syllabus:

yissEL SAFETY (RE(R
Public Boating Safety

RECREATN 1029 Course Code: 3700

Are you fairly new to boating? Do you know your Port from your
Starboard? Do you often wonder what those colored signs on the
rivers or lakes mean? Consider taking this introductory course for
both sail boaters and power boaters. It is approved by the National
Assoc. of State Boating Law Administrators and recognized by the
U.S. Coast Guard as acceptable to the National Recreational Boating
Safety Program. Topics include: terminology,

w

boat types, navigation, safe boat handling, rules when boating,
anchoring, trailering, etc. Instructors include local sail and power
enthusiasts who are willing to share what they have learned through
their good and bad experiences! Bonus for participants - many
insurance companies provide discounts if the boat operators have
taken this course.

Dates: 2/23/06 to 3/30/06

Meets: Th 7:00PM - 9:00PM
Location: CCB2402

Course Fee: $30.00 includes text


http://homepage.a5.com/~midillini/
http://www.heartland.edu/cce

Submitted by Bill Vokac
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Membership Drive 2006

A hearty Hip-Hip-Hooray to the following 21 CLSA Members who have already joined for 2006:

Atterberry

Rick & Gisele

Cornfield Navy YCAdam Ochs-Finance

Domagala Ron & Nancy

Freyman Bill & Sarah

Gross David & Claudia

Laflin John,Lori,Jordan

Lee Leonard

Miller Bob & Carol

Miller Kent & Brenda

Morris Dr. Scott

Novick Alan J. & Nancy J.

Quiram John

Rost Craig & Gail

:Eg?}i&j’:‘;r ‘l;li'r:]kLP?g%i;//N'Ck R Join the gqod o_Iq boys (and gals) at
: i the lake this sailing season.

Slattery Tom & Marie Become a CLSA member!

Thompson Joe

Toland Dave & Betty

Trautman Mike & Jolie

Vokac Bill & Ruth Ann

Williams Benjamin,Debby

Won't you please join them by printing the application found at our new website

www.clsasailing.org and mailing it with your check?

Bill Vokac -- CLSA Membership
P.O. Box 654

Mansfield, IL 61854 - 0654


http://www.clsasailing.org
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CLSA Race Schedule

Submitted by Gerry Christman

2006 CLSA Race Schedule

MAY Skippers’ Meeting Race Start

5/14  Sunday Windsurfer Regatta

5/20  Saturday Boat Show

5/21  Sunday Triangle 11:00 12:15

5/27-28 Saturday Captain Morgan Distance 11:00 12:15
Sunday Captain Morgan Distance 12:00 1:15

JUNE

6/3 Saturday Distance 11:00 12:15

6/11  Sunday Triangle 12:00 1:15

6/17  Saturday Distance 11:00 12:15

6/25  Sunday Triangle 12:00 1:15

JULY

7/1 Saturday Distance 11:00 12:15

7/9 Sunday Triangle 12:00 1:15

7/15  Saturday Distance 11:00 12:15

7/23  Sunday Triangle 12:00 1:15

7/29  Saturday Distance 11:00 12:15

7/30 Sunday Laser/Sunfish Challenge

AUGUST

8/6 Sunday Triangle 12:00 1:15

8/12  Saturday Distance 11:00 12:15

8/20  Sunday Triangle 12:00 1:15

8/26  Saturday Distance 11:00 12:15

SEPTEMBER

9/4 Monday Pirates’ Day

9/10  Sunday Triangle 12:00 1:15

9/16 Saturday Distance 11:00 12:15

9/24  Sunday Triangle 12:00 1:15

9/30  Saturday Distance 11:00 12:15

OCTOBER

10/8 Sunday Vickie Cup Triangle 12:00 1:15 Championship

10/15 Sunday Vickie Cup Distance 12:00 1:15 Championship

10/22 Sunday Championship make up

(Ed. note: Social events will be added to the schedule soon. Look for updates at:



http://www.clsasailing.org/Schedule.html
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3" installment of Bill Vokac's Door County
Cruise

7-29-05

My MacGregor 25 has been gracefully docked on the end of Dock 1 each evening at the Fire
House Ramp in Ephraim since launching 7-26-05. I've had good sailing during the day and
unusual and entertaining voice contacts on the ham radio set. | especially enjoyed conversing
with WW2SUB, the USS Batfish WW2 submarine ham radio station!

Today, | was drawn once more to Wilson’s — a famous burger and ice cream shop worthy of
multiple stops during any visit to “The Door.” On the white ginger-breaded porch with a red/white
striped awning, was a band. The two keyboards, saxophone, and drums provided a full sound
behind the vocals. As they actually sang quite musically (unlike the screaming so often heard
today) along with various instrumentations, | thoroughly enjoyed the performance and stayed until
the end.

After consuming an outrageously huge mug of their unique draft root beer, mushroom/swiss
burger and fries — while listening to “oldies” on the genuine juke box -- | walked back to
BLUEBELLE and plugged in the AC cord once again. (I never leave the 110 AC plugged in
unless | am aboard as that endless source of energy can cause big problems in a hurry!)

Just as | started down the stairs to the dock finger, | couldn’t believe my good fortune. There,
under the bow’s shadow was a Garfish (think prehistoric). It was very long and narrow with a
trumpet-like feature on the end of what looked like a snout. Weird, as | hadn’t even seen one in a
public aquarium — let alone “for real...” Apparently, they are not that unusual in the area as
nearby locals seemed unimpressed by my sighting of this creature. It moved away slowly under
the dock and | never saw it again.

Having AC power, | proceeded with installing a durable metal 6 outlet power strip to the vertical
post below, which supports the deck-mounted mast. | wedged the Coleman Cooler in place and
plugged it into a 12 volt supply with a built-in cigarette lighter outlet, then plugged the supply into
the power strip. Nothing. The cooler had power, but the fan for the thermocouple (which
produces heated or cooled air depending on the polarity of the source) would not spin. | put a
thin screwdriver through the grill and gave the fan blades a nudge — and it worked! Not having
used it since the year before, the fan bearings were a little stiff, apparently. It never gave me any
more trouble, and kept cool the leftovers from Wilson’s and other restaurant meals. Portions are
so huge, | usually bring half the meal back with me to be consumed another day or for a late
shack.

| also plugged in the car battery jump-start pack, which | now use in place of a standard car
battery for the light duty on the Mac25. It has a work light, jumper cables, and a cigarette lighter
plug. Some newer ones also have an air compressor. Anyway, it is self-recharging from AC or
DC (charge it in the car while heading for the lake) and has plenty of power to run interior lighting
and running lights. The next time you need a new battery for your cabin boat, you can get one of
these units for about the same money! Try one; you can always use it to start a vehicle if you
don’t like it on your boat.
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Door County Cruise continued....

| also installed the bracket for a new, white (Coast Guard Approved) fire extinguisher to
supplement the original red one I've had for years. It still has pressure according to the green
button that pops up promptly when pushed. But, | feel better with a newer and larger one aboard
that is CG approved and has an actual pressure gauge.l took advantage of the remaining time to
ride the tanbark sail cat ketch and got to know Captain Tom, who had been a carpenter before
getting into the charter business at Ephraim. He also charters out of Sister Bay a few days a

week.

Wilson’s burger
emporium in Door
County, WI



